
The conference is a valued and respected platform for reflection, debate and exchange 
of knowledge and ideas that are rooted in practice. Our programme includes three days 
of presentations and discussion of peer reviewed content. This is alongside two days of 
focused capacity development workshops designed to develop skills and knowledge in 
relevant areas, which have been jointly identified and developed with sector stakeholders.  

The programme includes an exhibition, evening side events, and an exciting social programme, 
all designed to maximize interaction and networking opportunities.  We aim to include topics 
related to WASH in the broadest sense. Our event is unique and valued by the sector, because:

• Conference sessions are facilitated by sector experts, who dedicate equal time to 
presentation and facilitated discussion ensuring that key lessons are identified, and that 
the collective experiences from participants are shared, enhancing the learning of both 
presenters and the audience.

• Our focus on sharing of practice and experiences seeks to actively encourage 
constructive dialogue and debate between researchers and practitioners. This helps to 
ensure that future research addresses the needs of practitioners and that practitioners are 
aware of the latest research findings.

• Our open access database of conference papers is a unique repository within the 
sector and enables sharing of conference proceedings and experiences beyond the 
conference audience with up to 18,000 downloads per month.

• Our audience is predominantly (more than 70 percent) from low- and middle-income 
countries, as such experience is shared between people working in similar contexts, where 
lessons and good practice are more readily transferrable.
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Papers and Discussion Sessions
From Monday to Wednesday a variety of 
papers will be presented and discussed.  
Papers will be grouped thematically, and 
sessions will include both briefing papers 
and refereed papers. We have received a 
fantastic response to our call for papers and 
contributions – with over 130 papers due to 
be presented. 

Briefing papers may be direct accounts of 
projects or programmes and aim to share 
successes and failure of approaches and 
field experiences including lessons learnt.   

Refereed papers are more structured, 
incorporating new knowledge, clear 
methodology and process. Lively and 
constructive discussions are common, such 
that experiences from the floor complement 
those presented and enhance the collective 
learning experience.A draft timetable will be 
developed and posted on the conference 
website in June.  

A number of these sessions are reserved 
for mixed topic espresso presentations. 
This innovative and popular format allows 
presenters to introduce strictly 4 slides 
in 5 minutes, followed by discussion 
time. Proposals for presentations can be 

submitted up to a day before the session – 
provided that spaces are available. Slides 
are reviewed but are not included in the 
Conference Proceedings. Please send your 
slides to J.Fisher1@lboro.ac.uk

Posters 
Posters are simple summaries of a relevant 
topic or project, reviewed by the Editor. 
These are prominently displayed during the 
conference, with time allocated for dedicated 
discussions. Posters can be submitted 
for review up until the end of June 2016. 
Please send your posters to: R.J.Shaw@
lboro.ac.uk for review.  Guidelines for poster 
preparation: http://www.wedcconference.
co.uk/author_info.html

Side Events
There are 1.5 hour slots in the afternoons 
and early evenings for side events. An 
exciting range of topics will be explored in 
our programme which include:

• Integrating WASH into Nutrition 
programs to contribute to stunting 
reductions – SPRING Ghana

• Groundwater Assessment Platform (GAP) 
for Geogenic Contaminants – EAWAG

Day Morning Afternoon Evening

Monday 11th July Registration / Conference opening ceremony / 
Paper and discussion sessions

Side events

Tuesday 12th July Paper and discussion 
sessions

Side events, paper 
presentations and 
discussion sessions

Side events, 
followed by 
networking night

Wednesday 13th July Paper and discussion 
sessions

Side events, paper 
presentations and 
discussion sessions

Side events, 
followed by the Gala 
Dinner

Thursday 14th July Capacity Development Workshops 
(6-7 Parallel sessions – half or full day)

Friday 15th July Capacity Development Workshops 
(6-7 Parallel sessions – half or full day)

Provisional programme
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• Triggering an Effective Financing Market 
for Household Sanitation – WSUP/PSI

• WASH Innovation in East Africa: Story, 
Impact and Funding Opportunity – HDIF 
and WEDC

• Disinfection of human excreta in 
emergencies: The evidence base for safe 
intervention – University of Brighton

• The Missing Middle – The Opportunity 
of Small Water Enterprises – Safe Water 
Network

• WASH and decentralisation: 
Strengthening districts’ leadership in the 
delivery of the SDGs (Universal Access) 
– WaterAid

• Putting Household Water Treatment 
Technologies to the test – WHO

• Using a risk informed and evidence 
based approach to fight cholera – 
UNICEF

• Looking Beyond ODF: Planning and 
Implementing for Sustainability – Plan 
International

• WASH Capacity Building Needs for 
Developing Countries – CAWST; Desert 
Research Institute

Please note that this list is not exhaustive.

Exhibition
Exhibitors enjoy a unique and valuable 
opportunity to meet and interact with 
a global practitioner WASH audience.  
Typically our delegates number around 400, 
from more than 40 countries, and include a 
diverse range of professionals and decision 
makers. See: http://www.wedcconference.
co.uk/exhibition.html

Capacity Development Workshops
Following the successful launch of our 
capacity development workshops during our 
2013 conference, we have maintained this 

aspect of our programme. Workshops will 
take place on Thursday 14th and Friday 15th 
July. The programme has been developed 
working with a range of known and reputable 
international partners – participants are 
therefore able to meet face to face, and 
experience taster training sessions with a 
range of international institutions during a 
single event.  

The programme content is current and 
topical developed taking account of both 
expressed demand and also ideas submitted 
by proposers. 

Capacity development techniques 
are ‘hands on’ and highly interactive, 
participants will learn new knowledge, 
develop new skills and in many instances 
experience their practical application.   

The flexible format of the programme allows 
participants to sign up for workshops of 
between half a day and a full day duration, 
this enables introductory level or in depth 
exploration of topics in a number of areas.   

Our workshop programme includes sessions 
which relate to:

• Making WASH inclusive with a focus on 
disability, menstrual hygiene, violence 
and gender.

• Faecal Sludge Management

• Market based approaches to sanitation

• Outcome mapping

• WASH in health care facilities

• Understanding Groundwater and Wells

• Role of Sustainability in Disaster Risk 
Reduction

The draft programme will be available on the 
Conference website in May.

Registration and Logistics
Registration is through the conference 
website, which also provides information 
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Registration fees
Monday to Friday 
For low- and middle-income country nationals; students; WEDC Alumni; nationals from 
high-income countries paying before 27th May 2015: 
£450 (5 days);  £275 (3 days);  £100 (1 day). 

For nationals from high-income countries paying after 27th May 2015:  
£600 (5 days);  £400 (3 days);  £150 (1 day). 

Ghanaian ID card and passport holders:  
£175 (5 days);  £150 (3 days);  £75 (1 day)

This includes: attendance at all timetabled sessions, side events and workshops on 
registered days; lunch, tea and coffee; pre prints (electronic in conference bag and book 
of abstracts), programme, timetable; Proceedings on a CD posted afterwards; Networking 
night and refreshments; Gala dinner.

Exhibitor, side event and capacity development workshop facilitator passes (1 day): £50 

about accommodation, and visa application 
support. 

Financial support towards conference fees 
is available to nationals of low- and middle-
income countries. The application forms and 
process are explained on the conference 
website. 

Any funding organisations or philanthropists 
wishing to support the attendance of low- 
and middle- income country nationals at our 
event, please contact:  
wedc.conf@lboro.ac.uk  

We look forward offering you a warm 
welcome in Kumasi!  

About WEDC
The Water, Engineering and Development 
Centre (WEDC) is one of the world’s 
leading education and research institutes 
for developing knowledge and capacity in 
water and sanitation for low- and middle-
income countries. We are a group based 
within the School of Civil and Building 
Engineering at Loughborough University.  

WEDC is active in 3 main areas:

• Research / Consultancy

• Learning and Teaching

• Outreach 

Many quality resources are available 
to the sector free of charge including: 
a knowledge base with a host of useful 
resources for those who register: 
http://wedc.lboro.ac.uk/knowledge/

All past papers from our annual 
international conferences are available 
online in an open access database:  
http://wedc.lboro.ac.uk/knowledge/
conference_search.html

WEDC 
School of Civil and Building Engineering 
Loughborough University   
Leicestershire  LE11 3TU  UK

t: + (0) 1509 222885 
e: wedc.conf@Lboro.ac.uk 
e: wedc@Lboro.ac.uk 
w: http://wedc.Lboro.ac.uk

www.wedcconference.co.uk 
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