
 
 
 
 
 
 
Side events are 1.5 hour sessions hosted and planned by organisations who 
wish to engage with conference participants to discuss and/or present topics of 
interest.  
 
Side event summaries and conveners are outlined here. Details of timing and 
locations are included in the conference timetable. 
 
 
Monday evening 
 
Groundwater Assessment Platform (GAP) for Geogenic Contaminants  
EAWAG 
The Groundwater Assessment Platform (GAP), www.gapmaps.org, is a GIS-based web 
platform that provides state-of-the-art global arsenic and fluoride contamination risk 
maps and enables users to display and model their own data. This side event will 
demonstrate how to use the various functionality that GAP has to offer: displaying and 
printing existing As/F risk maps, uploading and displaying own data, producing a risk 
map using these data and publicly available geological, soil and climate datasets, 
creating and working with community groups to share data and models. 
 
Integrating WASH into Nutrition programs to contribute to stunting reductions - 
SPRING Ghana country office experience  
Strengthening Partnerships, Results and Innovations in Nutrition Globally (SPRING) 
Ghana country office  
Noting the increasingly recognized links between WASH and under nutrition, this 
session presents SPRING/Ghana’s model for integrating nutrition-sensitive WASH 
activities into nutrition programs to contribute to stunting reductions. The session will 
discuss how different development partners are using recent evidence on WASH and 
nutrition and how this work can support national development efforts. The session will 
also discuss how project managers, technical advisors, government officials and 
donors can advance WASH and nutrition integration and achieve further reductions in 
stunting. 
 
Triggering an Effective Financing Market for Household Sanitation  
WSUP/PSI  
Providing finance is a critical component for increasing access to improved household 
sanitation. While it is generally accepted that multiple approaches are needed to reach 
the poor, there is little evidence of how to effectively coordinate these diverse 
approaches in a single market with a fragmented institutional framework. This event will 
bring together stakeholders actively involved in the provision of finance for household 
sanitation in Ghana – focusing on Greater Accra and Kumasi – to debate the best 



 
 
 
 
 
 
approaches for harmonizing an often disjointed sector. Audience members will be 
encouraged to share global perspectives on how to trigger effective financing markets. 
 
WASH Innovation in East Africa: Story, Impact and Funding Opportunity 
HDIF and WEDC 
Since 2014, the Human Development Innovation Fund (HDIF) has reviewed over 1,600 
funding applications for innovations in human development. In partnership with WEDC, 
HDIF has identified 8 WASH related innovation programmes that are currently 
implementing. If you are keen on innovation in WASH, ICT / mobile technology, 
researching early stage innovations, or funding opportunities in Tanzania, please join 
HDIF and WEDC for a round table discussion on innovations in WASH—sharing 
lessons learned, emerging evidence, setting funding priorities, and discussing ways to 
incentivize and diffuse WASH innovations. 
 
 
Tuesday after lunch 
 
Resource recovery and reuse: opportunities and challenges for taking 
successful business models to scale. 
International Water Management Institute (IWMI) 
Several programs, including an IWMI led WLE’s Resource Recovery and Reuse (RRR), 
are striving to reduce the negative footprint of urbanisation on the environment by 
safely converting human waste into valuable resources. These resources can benefit 
farmers, improve sanitation and generate new business opportunities. How can these 
potentially viable reuse models be up-scaled to generate meaningful economic returns 
and address environmental/societal challenges? This event will provide a platform for 
exchange of views/experiences on best practices, innovative technologies in RRR and 
opportunities to upscale potentially viable business models. The event, among others, 
will heighten awareness and identify success factors of viable, scalable business 
models. 
 
Disinfection of human excreta in emergencies: The evidence base for safe 
intervention  
University of Brighton 
In this side event, lessons learnt from the onsite disinfection of cholera and Ebola 
treatment centre wastewaters by novel disinfection protocols will be presented and an 
update will be provided on recent research to compare the disinfecting capability of 
low-cost chemical agents. However, the event is primarily designed to offer WASH 
stakeholders the opportunity to share their experiences and thoughts on the safe onsite 
disinfection of human excreta in emergency settings. Practitioner feedback will 



 
 
 
 
 
 
contribute to a manual on excreta disinfection in emergency settings and will be used to 
highlight the knowledge gaps that may be filled by future research.  
 
The Missing Middle - The Opportunity of Small Water Enterprises  
Safe Water Network  
Small water enterprises are financially viable, socially inclusive business models that 
are essential in reaching the vision of universal access to safe water by 2030. Join Safe 
Water Network to learn about the model of decentralized, market-based community 
water enterprises that we have used to establish 65 water Stations in 4 regions of 
Ghana. We anticipate a lively session with practitioners, policy makers, funders and 
others who want to hear more about our performance around key financial, operational 
and consumer indicators. 
 
Using an evidence-based decision making process to guide sanitation 
investments in low resource urban communities - The SaniPath tool - A case 
study of Accra Ghana  
Center for Global Safe Water, Sanitation and Hygiene, Emory University/Water Institute 
of CSIR/ TREND Group, Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development 
This side event will showcase the experiences of local partners in Accra, Ghana who 
were involved with deploying the SaniPath tool. The SaniPath tool (SaniPath.org) is a 
rapid assessment decision making tool for city government and development partners 
designed to assess public health risk related to unsafe faecal sludge management in 
low resource urban communities and help prioritize sanitation investments based on 
exposures that have the greatest public health impact. The event will explore the ease 
of use of the tool, its impact and uptake by decision makers and encourage interested 
participants to critique the tool and its applicability in their various areas of work.  
 
WASH and decentralisation: Strengthening districts' leadership in the delivery of 
the SDGs (Universal Access)  
WaterAid 
This side event aims to highlight the opportunities and challenges that decentralization 
presents to realizing universal access. It will consider the challenges in realizing fiscal 
devolution within the process of decentralization. The experience presented will focus 
mainly on Ghana, but also include experiences from East Africa (Tanzania) and 
Southern Africa (Mozambique). A series of presentations will be followed by a 
stimulating and engaging discussion. We aim to increase understanding of the positive 
role which decentralization can play in achieving universal WASH coverage. A desired 
outcome is a joint action plan by WASH sector actors and those civil society actors 
working on governance to coordinate efforts to make decentralization, especially 
financial decentralization, a political priority.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday evening 
 
Redefining monitoring of rural water services for sustainable impact 
IRC Ghana, CWSA Ghana  
The event will share Ghana’s experience in enhancing its rural water monitoring 
framework, methods and procedures from counting systems to tracking functionality 
and services. Staff of Community Water and Sanitation Agency and district assemblies 
will share their experiences on the process and how they are positioning themselves to 
use the data to inform dialogues and decisions for planning, budgeting and finance. 
Participants will explore emerging issues that need to be collectively addressed. It will 
also provide a platform for forging partnerships to co-create and scale innovative 
solutions in water service monitoring to improve tracking and reporting national and 
SDG targets.  
 
Putting Household Water Treatment Technologies to the test  
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
Household water treatment (HWT) and safe storage is an important public health 
intervention to improve the quality of drinking-water and prevent water-borne disease. 
But the HWT market is diverse, and not all products can protect health to the same 
degree. The recently established World Health Organization (WHO) International 
Scheme to Evaluate Household Water Treatment Technologies (the Scheme) provides 
independent and rigorous evidence on performance of HWT technologies in protecting 
health. This session will present the results of the Scheme’s first ever global 
assessment of HWT technologies based on WHO performance recommendations; and 
will discuss what needs to be done to strengthen implementation efforts.  
 
Sustainable Sanitation for All: Experiences, Challenges and Innovation (African 
Book Launch and discussion of selected chapters)  
CLTS Knowledge Hub and IDS 
Sustainability is currently one of the key challenges in CLTS and wider WASH practice. 
Achievement of Open Defecation Free (ODF) status is now recognised as only the first 
stage in a long process of change and sanitation improvement, with new challenges 
emerging every step of the way. A new CLTS Knowledge Hub book Sustainable 
Sanitation for All: Experiences, Challenges and Innovation explores current experience, 
practices, challenges, innovations and insights. At this event the book will be launched 
and a select number of chapters presented and discussed.  
 
WASH Capacity Building Needs for Developing Countries 
CAWST; Desert Research Institute 
CAWST and the Desert Research Institute’s side event will address the unmet human 
resource capacity gaps related to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) interventions 



 
 
 
 
 
 
across the developing world. Increasing the technical capacity of local NGO and 
government staff in developing nations is integral to attaining development targets and 
the SDGs. This event will provide an overview of current capacity development efforts 
and gaps, and share lessons learned and best practices to improve the overall quality, 
effectiveness, and sustainability of capacity development interventions. 
 
Promising business models for urban sanitation solutions  
PSI/PATH/WSUP 
Sanitation Service Delivery (SSD), a USAID/West Africa urban sanitation project aims 
to improve sanitation outcomes in Cote d’Ivoire, Ghana and Benin through developing 
and testing scalable, market-based models.  
The SSD team is using the business model canvas as a tool to describe, design, test 
and iterate models that are customer-centric, to better connect poor customers and 
sanitation entrepreneurs in West Africa. 
 
 
Wednesday after lunch 
 
Sanitation Marketing in Ghana: Key findings and Implementation experiences 
UNICEF/TREND/RUFINLIT/KNUST 
As part of the UNICEF – Government of Ghana WASH programme sanitation 
marketing is being introduced at scale across five regions. This has led to partnerships 
with TREND, Rufinlit and KNUST in the development of key sanitation marketing 
knowledge products and programme implementation. This side event aims to share 
experiences from these key sectoral studies and to facilitate discussion between 
participants on experiences so far, and challenges faced, during implementation of 
sanitation marketing programmes both within Ghana and worldwide. The side event will 
include some short presentations of documentation, however the main objective would 
be to identify solutions used in other locations to challenges currently faced in Ghana – 
this will be structured across four working groups.  
 
Overcoming barriers to system wide action in the WASH sector 
Desert Research Institute, Improve International, Water Mission and Whave  
Swift and intentional alignment with “system-wide” approaches is necessary to achieve 
Sustainable Development Goal 6. To turn discussion into meaningful action, policy-
makers and policy-takers in the WASH sector need to understand the fundamental 
barriers that are preventing diffuse adoption of system-wide approaches. This side 
event will provide global, national, and local stakeholders from government, donor, and 
practitioner agencies with an opportunity to identify specific barriers in their respective 
domains, and to learn of potential solutions. A brief overview of promising approaches 



 
 
 
 
 
 
and case studies from Uganda and Ghana will be presented, with significant time 
devoted to reflection and critical discussion. 
 
Measuring WASH Sustainability in a Payment By Results Context  
Plan International UK, SWIFT Consortium and SNV  
Sustainability of WASH programmes is key to the WASH sector, governments, NGOs 
and donors alike. How to measure and monitor real sustainability is challenging and 
contested, and evidence on the best tools and indicators to use is limited. This session 
will present the opportunities and challenges of measuring sustainability in a Payment 
by Results (PbR) context based on the approaches and tools used to monitor, report 
and verify WASH sustainability by Plan International UK, the SWIFT Consortium and 
SNV. Some of this learning is specific to the DFID funded PbR WASH Results 
Programme but much is applicable more widely to consider how to better monitor and 
measure success in ensuring long lasting results for WASH infrastructure and 
behaviour change.  
 
Successes and challenges in Household Water Treatment (HWT) technology 
promotion and Sustainability of WASH in Schools 
Foundation for Partnership Initiatives in the Niger Delta (PIND) 
Over the last 4 years, PIND have been implementing innovative programmes in HWT 
technology promotion using market-based approaches and to improve the sustainability 
of WASH in schools, serving over 200 households and 30 schools. Our learning from 
these approaches highlights some notable successes and also remaining challenges.  
We invite practitioners involved and interested in WASH in schools, HWT, safe storage 
and market approaches to come and learn from our experiences, and also to share 
experiences and offer advice to tackling our remaining challenges. 
 
 
Wednesday Evening 
 
Using a risk informed and evidence based approach to fight cholera  
UNICEF 
The objective of the West and Central Africa Cholera Platform is to improve cholera 
control and prevention through the promotion of an integrated and targeted approach 
known as the “shield and sword strategy”. This is a risk-informed and evidence-based 
approach, constantly improved and refined through operational researches and 
multidisciplinary studies. This allows growing knowledge and efficiency in cholera 
preparedness, emergency response and long-term prevention. Epidemiologists, WASH 
specialists, health professionals, anthropologists, and community mobilization 
specialists are coming together to join efforts, strengths and expertise toward the 
achievement of one common goal: tackling cholera epidemics toward its elimination.”  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remodelling and catalysing partnerships for Urban Sanitation Finance in Ghana: 
Local Governments share their experiences 
MLGRD/IMC Worldwide/ IRC Ghana/ WHS/Maple Consults -  
The Sanitation Challenge for Ghana, launched by the Ministry of Local Government 
and Rural Development of Ghana with financial support from DFID, is a competition to 
incentivise local authorities to improve the provision of sanitation services. The event 
will be open to representatives of local authorities, local and international NGOs, the 
academia and the private sector. The aim of the event will be to share practical 
experiences by local governments who are participating in this ground breaking new 
ways of catalysing partnership for financing urban sanitation with great potential to 
create outsized impacts. 
 
Looking Beyond ODF: Planning and Implementing for Sustainability  
Plan International 
Through this side event “‘looking beyond ODF: planning and implementing for 
sustainability’ Plan International will share their challenges and lessons learned from 
different Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) Programmes and research. This will 
be presented and discussed through a range of case studies and examples from Plan 
International’s global WASH programs. After a presentation there will be an interactive 
discussion to share CLTS experiences from the conference audience and jointly 
develop key messages which could inform practice of new and existing CLTS 
approaches and contribute to improving the impact and sustainability of future CLTS 
activities. 
 
Finance and Responsibility - crucial determinants of continuous rural WASH 
service delivery  
UNICEF Madagascar 
Sustainability of service delivery remains the principle source of concern in rural WASH 
provision. In this side event, we will delve deep into the reasons why sustainability is or 
is not achieved. Silvia Gaya will present the findings of the latest sustainability surveys, 
identifying the critical sustainability parameters in both rural water and sanitation and 
hygiene service provision, including crucially the issue of sourcing operating costs in 
poor communities and commenting upon differences between community and private 
sector maintenance regimes. Participants will be invited to make contributions based 
upon their own experience to make the event a discussion among peers. 
 
 


